¡y 


ОЈ s 
BO s e 
pe 52 


NONIE CA IEC Ip repioyp 


T his is how we read Nubian 


NONIC ES IL E Ip геріоур 


This is how we read Nubian 
a Nubian alphabet book by Hatim Eujayl 
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Taras Press 


This book is dedicated to all of its first readers: 
family members and friends who provided 
suggestions and encouragement from the book’s 
inception to its completion. A special thanks 
goes to Hafız, Aman, Kylie, Emily, and Vincent, 
the five people I probably pestered the most. 


But even more importantly, this book is 
dedicated to the Nubians of the past and the 
present, whose heritage continues to form the 
core of my work. 


I hope you will accept this book as a small token 
of my appreciation. 


A NOTE ON THE TITLE 


This book's subtitle - “this is how we read Nubian’ - is a direct reference to 
Dr. Mukhtar Khalil Каббага 5 seminal work on the Nubian alphabet, “NOrTIN- 
EA CIIC-KCIp cDaj-wa? Published in 1997, Dr. Kabbara's book heralded 
a new era of Nubian literacy, simplifying the Old Nubian alphabet and laying 

the foundation for modern Nubian orthography. This book seeks to build 

on the work of Dr. Kabbara, his contemporaries, and all of his successors, 

without whom this book definitely wouldnt exist. 
-Hatim 


ONTAKIPATOYELCE... 


Listen, beloved.. 


This 15 App 


Appa and Khalil love each other. 


Appa and Khalil also love mysteries. 


And to Appa and Khalil, nothing was more mysterious than the cave outside their village. 
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All the adults told Appa and Khalil never to 90 there. 


But Appa and Khalil werent very good listeners. 


So one night, the two kids snuck away to see the cave. 


And what did they find? 


Paintings of people. 


Some were dancing... 
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Some wore crowns... And some were dressed just like Khalil! 


What they also found were symbols. 


Lots and lots of symbols. 


"Who made these? 


And why hasnt anyone told us about these? 


Suddenly, опе of the paintings began to glow... 


And then... 


А man emerged from the painting. 


rondchildren. 


2 6 гео Р Suntuwe. 


" Suntuwe? 


Whats a Suntuwe? 


"Someone whose job it is to write!" "Write what?" 


"And what is that? English?" 


"Is it Arabic? “Of course not!” 


ATS YOUR 


“Please dont tell me my people 


have forgotten how to write. 


"lll have you know | have 


perfect handwriting! 


"in Arabic. 


"You two need to learn how to write Nubian. 


"Is it hard?" 


"Not at all! Let's get started, shall we? 


ALFA 


Alfa IS for AMAN (‘aman ), which means water. 


GAMMA 


Gamma is for деті (casti ), which means smoke. 


Delta is for Харіра (“аағтға ), which 
means butterfly. 


EPSILON 


Epsilon is for ECCIN ё м (езіп echin ), which 


u у 
means crab. 


ZITA 


| Yöta is 


for Ip! (ы), which means Tope. 


YOTANASSI 
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“% Yöta nassi is for 0/€ Coya), which means “fruit 


KAPPA 


Kappa is for ECCIN KAT ("essin kag ), which 


means eel. 


LAMDA 


Lämda is for алоулє ("mule ), which 


u 4 y 
means mountain. 


MI 


Мт is for бирг (тигт), which means arrow. 


МІ 


NT is for NOB (nab), which means “gold. 


OMIKRON 


Omikron is for doKopin ( “joborín ), which 


means watermelon. 


OMIKRON-UPSILON 


Omikron- -upsilon i із for oypce Curse ), which 


means roots. 


SIGMA 


Sigma із for 025015 (siwstw ), which 


u Ө у 
means chick. 


09 | Tau is for тоуллиар (“tullikir’), which 


u у 
— means burn. 


KHI 


The letter khi is only used to write Arabic words and 
names, like XANIA (khalil ). 


Fl 


Fi is for арау) (“агай ), which means sword. 


НОК! 


Hori is for ZANOYN qpoyp ( hanün Рог), which 


means mushroom. 


Jima is for DAICICAP (jakkar), which means 
d fishing hook.' 


CHIMA 


| Chima is for еббм ('echin ), which means “scorpion. 


ENGMA 


Engma | is for короу AA Ckoruncad ), which 


means cloud. 


ІНІ is for MAY ("mañ ), which means eye. 


00 Waw is for ICAL! ( wislangi ), which 


u у 
means snake. 
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“Ма уа! get that?’ 


“In that case, | have a mission for you. To learn this alphabet is to 


adopt a great responsibility... 


"AT is now your job to... 


wait, get back here!’ 


Appa and Khalil returned home, where they found their parents waiting for them. 


"We met a ghost!’ 


"Yeah, he lives in the саме!" 


“And he taught us to write!" "Write what?" 


"Nubian!" 


"Theres a Nubian alphabet? 
What would that even look like?! 


"Here, Baba. Let me show you. 


